GASPE OF YESTERDAY

THE WESLEYAN METHODIST CONNEXION

IN GASPESTA
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Rev. Charles Wesley, 1749,
S%LDIERS of CHRisT, arise, 14 &rom lsctmﬁt?i to stregsth g0 on, :
nd put your armour on; e restie, and fight, and pray; =~ = |
Strong in g:jh;jssugngrg:ﬂ wgg:h Gob supplies, Tr;a;idamthlehepowﬁsrof g?:::m z
Throu; te N; win well-fought day.
1 Strong in the LorD of hosts, 5 That having all things done,
And in his mighty power:; And all your conflicts past,
Who in the hstrmgth of Jesus trusts YeA may obla}n_, throulgsh CHRIST alone,
1s more than conqueror. crown of joy at last, =
3 Stand then in his great might, 6 Jesu, Eternal Son,
With all his strength endued; We praise thee and adore,
And take, to arm you for the fight, Who art with Gob the FATHER ONE,
The panoply of Gop. : And SpmiT evermore.

KEN ANNETT
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Eoginning ix the 1790 4 %24 -turch of England sxperienced =
femarkable rercrm movement “hatz crizinated with <he evangelizsm
3 The Ttrothers ‘ohn znd Charies «eslev. T7e infllience =7
the .eslevan movement fpread, n time, =crecss re tlantic
=nd was felt = zhe cnores ~-¢ Tagpe TEY. Tor “he annel
-3landers, “slicwines =z rigit of Sohn ‘Yerlew =n thelr —sSlanas
in 1787, adopted -re ~ethodicst doctrine zn CRELetice . - Hinais ng
Tén z=nd women 7 Juerncev 2NC Jersev wvno “rougnt .esievan
-ieas "and’ ideals =y :aspé wnen -8V tzme I3 setile sn ~Ur ~rores
2na develop The !ispesian Zishery, n this reeall 3T the ‘esievan
~ethodist lonnexion in Gaspesia, ZASPE CF YESTEZ3DAY will attempt

o link this important element of the religious neritage of
;aspesians to the origins and experience of its founders and the
spread of the .ethodist movement overseas.,

THE WESLEY RAMILY

The Weslev family of Welswe, near 7ells in Somerset, Zngland
could trace their lineage tack for 3z century prior to the HNorman
conquest of England in 1066 4.D. Samuel Yeslev, the father of
John and Charles, was a graduate of @xford University and a priest
of the Church of England. He married Susanna, the daughter of
Dr. Annesley, Vicar of St.Giles, Cripplegate. Of their nineteen
children,eight died in infancy. John and Charles were born
and grew up in the Rectory of Epworth where their father was
rector from 1697 until his death in L1735,

JOHN WESLEY - ZARLY LIFE

Born in 1703 the foundation of John Wesley's character was laid
by the early training and instruction that he received from his
parents and particularly from his mother. He first left home to
attend the Charterhouse School whence he entered Christ Church

College, Oxford in 1720. That he made good use of time and
educational opportunities ic awidam+ Pm-— s B



riding and swimming, at which he was experT, n 1725 re was

ordained deacon and three ears later was admitted <o 2 priest's

Srders of [thewiurpen ofrEnsliand, "8 2 7ellow of Lintoln College,
Uxfora, ne preacnhed “reguently in cnhurches near "xford znd =210
served as nis father's curate. Ze was sranted 3 .‘asters Legree
in 1727 and for two vears thereafier =ssisted -ig father in
Lincolnshire.
ganaliss polat s UARLY 5w

fRen g wis = onild 57 twe seare., aries yreslev was zaved
2rgmThe —ire T-at -a2lally destraved ThHe lsworTtw SpsgsTe. Tig

e

and £o distinguicred nimself there that ne was named a “ing's
~cholar and Cchool ZTaptain in 1725. A plucky lad, he was ¥nown
as a scrapper in defence of his friends at school. Tn 1726 he
entered Christ Church College, “xford, where it is said " he

lost his first 12 months in diversions" - not an uncommon

experience of man; college freshmen to this dav: Then, influenced
by his elder brother, John, his life changed dramaticallv and

he began to partake regularly of the weekly sacrament and persuade
nis friends to join with him. A4 fellow student of the time wrote -
"here is a new set of methodists sprung up .:" The name caught on
and it was thus that Oxford methodism began its course. In 1735

Charles Wesley was ordained to the priesthood of the Church of
Zngland.

WHAT WAS METHODISM ?

The Wesley brothers and their friends had no intention, originally,
of founding a2 separate and distinct religious denomination. Indeed,
they were anxious to uphold the established Church of England and
to that end sought to infuse it with new life and spiritual energy.
Their preaching emphasized the doctrine of assurance, conversion,
holiness, personal experience and fellowship in Christian service.
They proclaimed that all Christian pervection lay in "+the love of
Ged with all our heart, mind, soul and strength". They stressed
a freedom of the spirit as opposed to the bondage of an organization.
Their appeal was based on the realitv of personal experience - of



spirizual emancivation throy

Ironically, it was to be “his stress on spirizual ‘reedom
e

that brousht tre Jeslevs znd early thodists irnto serious

conflict with the establ a@ Church ~f which thev were members
and which <hev sougn+ To reform and uphold. Tor wnen thev
breacred that the wrongd r could Te czaved as easily

ed the rower sf Zod's love,
hall o)

as the virtuous,:® they fz2l1t and Zccep
the Church ook ke position that th

his doctrine encouraced
-icentious csnduct, 'hen ranned Trom preaching
“ulpits, the lethoa

=0 the 'Tmoor. ohn glev, iuring kic copeer, s £aid to have

=
ciden 225,CC0 tortuous miles on rorseback *o bring nis gospei

g d ortidden, cn occasion, *o preach
is late father, ne spoke successively for

i
seven nights in the churchyard, standing on his father's

tombs tone.

MISSION TO GEORGIA

In 1736, a year after the death of their father, John and
Charles Wesley sailed for America as missionaries of the Society
for the Propagation of the Gospel in the Colony of Georgia.

They hoped to evangelize the Indians and though this plan did
not succeed their Georgia experience was significant in that
it gave perspective to their work and laid the foundations

on which methodism would proceed and succeed. On their return
to England a first Methodist Society was formed and its

fundamental rules adopted. From this beginning the message of

the Methodists was carried throught the Pritish Isles and
eventually overseas.

METHODISTS IN CANADA

#hile it is beyond the scope of this article to reecall

the introduction and Spread of methodism in the American
Colonies, suffice it to note that it had a continuous and




the llethodist Spiscopal “hurch in ~merica was established ty
a Conference reld at Zaltimore, llaryiznd.
Hewfoundland was the Tirst trovince of present dav Canada

to experience the iethodist influence. cne ¢ the “esleyan

s e I

converts, _aurence Coughliand,tegan nis preaching career there

In 1787 #illiam Black, who rad teen converted Ty newly
arrived “orkshire ilethodists to iiova Icotia,tegan correspondence
with John ues

e v and in 1791 succeeded in bringinz to that
province =ix i« dist missionaries Zrom the inited Tlates.

)
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communiities iz .jew Zrunswick and “rince

1804 the ~merican missionaries withdrew to bhe replaced by
preachers from EZngland. The ./esleyan Conference of Zastern
British America dates from 1255.

In the Citv of Québec, a lMethodist ty the name of Tuffy, an
officer of the L4th Regiment, Zritish Army, held the first
Methodist service in 1780. Though Officer Tuffy returned to
England in 1782, other lMethodist preachers from Zngland
continued the work that he had begun in quebec. In Upper Canada,
until the bitter War of 1812-1814, llethodist missionaries from
the adjoining American states were active.

LA CHAPELLE DE LA COVE ST.GEORGE

In her remarkable and invaluable book, ST.MATTHEW'S CHURCH,
PENINSULA, published in 1979, the Gaspesian historian and author,
Dorothy Phillips, has recorded in interesting detail the arrival
in Gaspé of the Guernsey Methodist, Peter Simon, and of the
building of the Methodist Chapel at St.George's Cove in 1819.
It was at St.George's Cove that Archdeacon George Jehoshaphat
Mountain was invited to preach, in French, to the Guernsey
Methodist congregation on his second visit to Gaspesia in the
summer of 1826 and where he baptised and married. The reader
will find the Archdeacon's comments, to be found in Miss
Phillips book,of great interest. The following record of the
baptisms and marriages will serve to recall some of the family
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. Esther, daughter of Fierre LeMasurier and =re _ate lary TaFour.
llancy daughter of Flerre LeMasurier and =achel de lavis.

. zlizabeth, daughter of Joshua Jennis and Zlizabeth "eMasurier,.

« John, son of Charles LeMasurier and “ary Thompson.

+ Znoch, son of Thomas i‘insela and hMarie Lenfesty,

+ Jean, son of “ierre Zimon and larsuerite Lelasurier,
. alexander -obert, zon or Flerre “obert and ~2rgaret “ovee.
—“opnhie, Zauenter of Pierre lLelasurie anda the late ilary LaFour

X

sod-parents for the aptisms above included:

Thomas Ahier; slarie LeMasurier; John and Thomas “rouard;
Ailliam Simon: Jean LeMasurier.

MARRTIAGES

+ Thomas LeMasurier of St.George's Cove, fisherman, by licence,
to Zlizabeth Lenfesty, spinster, daughter of Nicholas Lenfesty,

lately of St.George's Cove but now (1826) of the Island of
Guernsey.

. Philip Ahier of Indian Cove, fisherman, by licence, to Marie

LeMasurier, daughter of Pierre LeMasurier of St.Georgel(s Cove,
trader, both single persons.

Witnesses to these marriages included:

Thomas Langlois; Marie Kinsela; Francois Ahier; Philip Ahier;
Elizabeth LeMasurier Dennis,

eloquent and touching tributes to its pioneers than that given
by the late Dr. John Mason Clarke in "THE HEART OF GASPE" to
the Guernsey settlers of the Forillon.
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Ferhaps cre reason for the invitation extended to archdeacon
mountain in 1526 To minister %o the Methodist congregation of the
Sorillon was the titter memory of their experience soon after the

e

egtablishment of S1.G

orce's Chapel. -“or, zccording to the Zeport
of Dr. .intoirne /on “ffland ( ZPEC of early date) z radical preacher
by the name of Hiran Lord rad arrived at the Torillon from Jersey
and, by his inflammatory preaching and intolerant actions, nad
set the passions of the settlements aflame. "he iethodist Chavpel,
where he preached, was sacked -y irate Catholics and the possessions
of the lLetrhodist settlers threatened. .r. on -ffland did not
faenTITY TR relizious fAenomination of Eiram Lora who re aescrliieq
selBaea i s ShBAne and likely 'm maniac".

in archdeacon iiountain, descendent »f & “rench Huguenot family

that had found refuge in England from religious persecution, the
Guernsey and Jersey Methodists found one who could understand, if
not formally accept,their position as a dissentient minoritv. It
is significant that in the decades following his visit to St.
George's Cove it was the Anglican clergy resident in Gaspé that
baptised, married and buried :or the NMethodist congregation of

Gaspé Day until there was a resident Methodist missionary.

METHODIST MISSION CF GASPE

A 19th century book entitled, "A CYCLOPAEDIA OF METHODISM - From
the Beginning of Methodism in the several Provinces to the Union
of 1874" provides a wealth of information, including an official
record of the Wesleyan Methodist Mission of Gaspé. The Gasp€ Mission
is shown as having begun in 1855 with the arrival in Gaspé of
the Methodist missionary, Edmund S.Ingalls. For the next three years
the Mission was vacant but in 1859 Isaac BE.Tallman, whose life and
work finds reference in the writing of Dorothy Phillips,arrived
in Gaspé and remained until 1862. During the next four years the
Methodists were served by David Jennings and Samuel E. Maudsley
until the return in 1866 of Isaac Tallman for another period of
two years. in 1872-73 Thomas Haddon was responsible for the Mission.
From 1874 the Gaspé Methodists were an integral part of the lMontireal

fanference. .Tahn T.awrenre fallawed Haddon and was assisted bv



#illiam F. lMarceau. The final listing of *he ‘~YC

wlssion it may be of nterest ‘o note that in 1272 he r

Methodist Zpiscopal “hurch. -n 1874 he was stationed at

o7

.
L
sasp€ llission was John G.Zrick who served from 13277 unt
AS Isaac Tallman was 3 prominent pnioneer of +the Zaspeé Methodist
e

=

m
the United States where he served the iichigan Conference of +h
itk

iha —aad

oloma in the
villes District of that Conference. As reported oy Dorothy Phillips
nis wife was Felicia Zhaw, :he daughter of Joseph Shaw of laspé
Basin,

In those seemingly distant days when I was a school-boy at Gaspé
Intermediate School overlooking the inner Basin, the Methodist
Church and its adjoining cemetery lay adjacent to the cemetery of
St.Paul's Anglican Church. It was the Church of my maternal grand -
father, Charles Zrien, a Wesleyan Methodist from Jersey who had
come to Canada with the Fruing Company. Though the Church building
is long gone many members of its former congregation are buried in
its tree-shaded cemetery, including my maternal grand-parents.
Time and tide have brought many changes to Gaspé but there remains
a heritage of the Wesleyan Methodists that is worthy of more
detailed and scholarly recall than this article can convey.




THE I\\\ j&BD WITNESS

Leisureand [ have ul»: nl. ave nf llT]t—‘dilHIht!

SV a3 Iunu as [ live L
the 63 vears that {ollowed. Weslev not only
founded the Methodist Church. ]mlj 3 tound
time to =et up the lirst Sunday in Eng-
land. write a treatise on how rheuma-
ti=sm with electricity. and rid 3.000 tortu-
ous miles on horseback to bring the wospel

tn the poor folk of England
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FOUNDING

Pure and pilous John Wesley

was a wonder even to himself

John Weslev, born in 1703 in Epworth. was. when a voung
priest of the Church of England, an earnest man in an age ot reli.
gious indifference. As a missionary in \merica he tried to impose
on the Indians of Georgia all the tormality and ritual of the
chureh. When the girl he loved married another man. he exeon-
municated her from his churceh, Back in England one day in
1738. he had a revelation, T [t myv heart strangelyv warmed.”
he said. "Christ . . . had saved me from e law of sin and death.™?
His friend George Whitefield had the same experience. Together
the two set out to tell men that Christ conld save them and to
rouse them to live r'i‘_'hlr'tm.—i_\', 'f‘]n-_\' worked in slums and
ons. hooted by |mI'!‘i:~1||“_\' listeners, But Methodist societies
and. aftor W sl death

pris-
Irew
at 88. oflictally separated from the
Churchol England. Tnhis lifetime Wiy pode hundreds of thou-
sands of miles on horseback aned

preached 42,000 <ermons. dree-
ordwhich moved him. at 85, Lo write.

0 : e
Iam a wonder to mysell,”?

WESLEY AT OXFORD was leader of the Holy Club, a group of pious students,
They met in room of Wesley (standing, right). Here Methodism had its origin in

Spartan rules of praying regularly and receivine Communion weekly as a group.

CHARLES WESLEY, brother of John,
wrote 6.500 Methodist hymns, including
‘0 for a Thousand Tongues 1o Sing.”




STREET SERMONS IN ENGLAND. which Wesley preached after comin:
back teom Anericas were diseupted by mobs that heckled and threw stone-
Wl o take o open-air preaching because he was barred trom pulpit-

Woeshey b

ON THE WAY TO AMERICA in 1735, Wesley sailed with hymn-singing Mora-
vian exiles [rom Germany. Their strict morality greatly impressed Wesley. as did
their serenity during storms which frightened the other passengers (background).
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